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Expression of Interest Application

Call for Expressions of Interest

Microsavings and Payments Innovation Initiative


Round 1 - Issued June 24 2011
Deadline: August 5 2011 (11:59 pm Eastern Daylight Time)
The Microsavings and Payments Innovation Initiative (MPII) invites Expressions of Interest (EOI) to conduct rigorous, field-based research on savings products and services as well as payments and money transfer channels for the world’s poor and financially excluded. EOI submissions for Round 1 are due Friday, August 5 2011 by 11:59 pm Eastern Daylight Time.

Despite financial inclusion being a top policy priority across developing countries, relatively little is known about the specific factors that enable people to save and transfer money more effectively. Recent years have seen a growth in technological innovations enabling novel products such as mobile money and new channels such as agent banking. Yet, the impact of such innovations on poverty alleviation is still unknown. The Microsavings and Payments Innovation Initiative will fill this gap by building evidence on (1) innovations that most effectively enable improved usage of savings and payments services by the poor (through reduced cost, reduced risk, improved learning, behavioral incentives, regulatory reform, etc.); and (2) the impact that the use of improved savings products and payments channels has on the welfare of the poor. Under the Yale Savings and Payments Research (YASPR) Fund of MPII, a total of $1,270,000 will be awarded in grants across three or four competitive funding rounds.
Applicants must either hold a PhD or be a current PhD candidate in a relevant discipline. They must demonstrate experience in field research. All qualified researchers affiliated with universities, think tanks, and other research institutions from around the world are invited to apply. Research projects focused on Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia are encouraged. 
Submissions will be assessed under two project categories: 

1) Randomized controlled trials (expected funding allocation up to $150,000 per grant): Grants in this category will be awarded to research projects that use randomized controlled trials to examine the impact of access to savings/payment systems, and innovations in savings/payments product or process design. Submitted projects must demonstrate a clear hypothesis and rigorous study design. Grants in this category can be awarded to (a) full research projects involving large-scale survey work, (b) full research projects that use administrative data from provider institutions such as banks, telecommunication companies, etc. and (c) specific and relevant research components added on to an existing field experiment. 
2) Diagnostic or descriptive studies (capped at $50,000 per grant): Smaller grants will be awarded to research projects that are diagnostic or descriptive in intent. These could be (a) pilot tests or exploratory studies for larger research projects that are motivated by a clear research question but require initial data collection and field research to determine the design and implementation of a controlled field experiment, or (b) research projects that use qualitative methods to build descriptive analytical knowledge on a target issue.
The EOI submissions will be evaluated on their industry and policy relevance, creativity, quality of study design, fit with the initiative’s learning goals, and the applicants’ research experience and capability. Summaries of exemplar prior research projects are available for applicants’ reference at the following links:

· Commitment Savings Products in the Philippines 

· Savings Accounts for Rural MicroEntrepreneurs in Kenya
· Text  Message Reminders for Savings in the Philippines
Instructions for Applicants 
The application process will proceed in two stages. In the first stage, Expressions of Interest will be accepted during a fixed window that closes on August 5 2011.  Submissions will be reviewed by MPII and selected applicants will be requested to submit full research proposals. 
In the second stage, the full research proposals will be vetted and presented to the MPII Executive Committee, comprised of donor, grantee, industry and academic representatives, for review and final award selection.  Grant awardees will be notified and awards subsequently disbursed around mid-November 2011.  
To apply, applicants must complete the YASPR Expression of Interest (EOI) application form, either using the online form available at http://poverty-action.org/microsavings/opportunities/eoi2011 or by filling the attached application document and submitting via email to mpii@poverty-action.org (Subject: “MPII EOI 2011 First Initial_Last Name”) along with the required attachments. Key application components include:
1) Details on primary applicant, co-applicants, and institutional affiliations

2) Overview of proposed research project

3) Tentative project timeline and budget

4) Primary applicant’s experience with field research (attachments required include CV and one research publication)

Projected Timeline
The deadline for receipt of EOI applications is Friday, August 5 2011. Applicants whose EOI submissions are approved to proceed to the second stage will be notified no later than August 26 2011. These selected EOI applications will need to submit full research proposals by September 30 2011. 
Please note that all funded projects must be implemented in accordance with human subject research protocols.

The Microsavings and Payments Innovation Initiative is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and is implemented by Yale University and its sub-grantee Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA). Please direct all questions to mpii@poverty-action.org. For more information on the initiative, please visit http://poverty-action.org/microsavings. 
Apply online
or fill in the application below and send it to mpii@poverty-action.org.

	Primary Applicant

First and Last Name

	

	Position and Affiliation

What is your job title and institutional affiliation?

	

	Country (of Residence) 
	Contact Email
	Contact Telephone

	
	
	


Applicant: please fill in this form using Arial 10 font, single spaced.
	Co – Applicants   
If applicable, please add name and affiliations of other researchers who are collaborators in this proposal.

	First and Last Name
	Title & Affiliation
	Country

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Title of Proposed Study
	Country (of Project)

	
	


	Study Type   Please select one of the two types of studies considered under this EOI.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Randomized Controlled Trial (expected funding allocation up to $150,000 per grant) 
         (Experimental research on an innovation that may involve survey field work, the study of administrative data, or a targeted add-on.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diagnostic or Descriptive Study (capped at $50,000 per grant)  
      (Studies that are diagnostic or descriptive in intent that follow qualitative or non-experimental research methods.)


	Motivation for the study (max. 250 words)

Briefly describe the context and the problem that your proposed study aims to address. Please  reference any key relevant literature.

	

	Core Research Question(s)  (max. 100 words)
List and explain the most important research questions you propose to study.

	


	Research Location and Partner Organization (max. 100 words)

Briefly describe the study’s location, and the program and implementing partner you intend to work with. If your study requires no implementing partner, explain why.

	


	Study Design  and Implementation (max. 400 words)

Describe the study design and the methods you intend to use to test the study’s hypotheses.  For randomized controlled trials – outline the chosen randomization strategy.

	


	Data Collection and Analysis  (max. 200 words)
Describe the proposed data collection plan and outline a strategy for analyzing results.

	


	Anticipated Policy Implications  (max. 100 words)
Explain the expected policy relevance of the  study’s results.  

	


	Tentative Project Timeline

Provide a tentative timeline for the implementation of this study. 

	Is this project ongoing?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Tentative Project Start Date    (YYYY / MM / DD)
	

	Tentative Project End Date     (YYYY / MM / DD)
	


	Tentative Project Budget   

Provide a tentative budget for this study. 

Please note that funding for diagnostic or descriptive  research is capped at 50,000 USD. Randomized controlled trial awards are expected to be up to 150,000 USD. 

	Total Project Budget (estimate)
* include activities that have been implemented or will be funded by other donors
	
	USD

	Funding requested under the Yale Savings and Payments Research Fund

* if the project  does not have other donors/funding sources, then enter the total project budget here
	
	USD

	Has other funding for this project already been secured?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	Primary Applicant’s Experience with Field Research

Provide information about your experience directly managing and  overseeing field-based research projects. If you have conducted randomized controlled trials, do provide details on your work. 

	How many field-based research projects have you overseen?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 1;   FORMCHECKBOX 
 2;   FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 or more

	Have you conducted randomized controlled trials?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES         FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If yes, please provide information on the 3 most recent RCT projects: 
study title -- location of implementation -- year -- resultant working papers or publications -- co-authors

	



	Proposal Checklist 
Please make sure that your application is complete and attach the documents requested.

	Attach curriculum vitae (CV) of primary applicant (include a list of publications).

Please name your file:  “Last Name_CV.pdf’”         Recommended file formats are: .pdf .docx .doc
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Attach a research publication of which the primary applicant is the lead author.

Please name your file:  “Last Name_Paper.pdf’”      Recommended file formats are: .pdf .docx .doc
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Verify that all fields of the Expression of Interest application are completed.
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

	Read the Terms and Conditions presented below.
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


Rename this file: Last Name_MPII EOI 2011.pdf

Recommended file formats are: .pdf .docx .doc
Please email your submission to mpii@poverty-action.org.

The subject line of your email should read: “MPII EOI 2011 First Initial_Last Name”
[image: image1.wmf]
General Terms and Conditions





1. This Call for Expressions of Interest (“EOI”) is not and shall not be construed to be a contract, offer, or request for an offer. Those responding to this EOI receive no rights whatsoever as a result of their submissions. Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) will not have any express or implied obligations or responsibilities to those who respond and will not otherwise be bound by any terms or conditions, except to the extent set forth in a definitive, final, written agreement duly executed by the recipient(s) and IPA. There is no commitment by IPA that such a final agreement will be executed, even if IPA enters into negotiations with a person submitting a proposal(s), proposed recipient(s), or his or her institution.





2. Innovations for Poverty Action in its sole and exclusive discretion may reject any or all proposals with or without notice or reasons, withdraw this EOI at any time before or after delivery of proposals, or if no proposal is accepted, abandon the EOI.





3. Innovations for Poverty Action further reserves the right in its sole and exclusive discretion to waive irregularities or defects in any proposal, but in no event will IPA have any obligation to do so. Moreover, IPA will not be responsible for errors or omissions by anyone submitting a proposal, and IPA shall be the sole judge of the responsiveness, appropriateness and completeness of any and all proposals.





4. Innovations for Poverty Action reserves the sole and exclusive right in its discretion to modify the timeline for decision-making or otherwise modify or amend this RFP as it deems appropriate.





5. All responses to this EOI become the property of IPA. Regardless of any markings identifying the proposal or its content as proprietary or confidential, IPA reserves the right to disclose or use any information contained in the proposals and other presentations responsive to this EOI.





6. Innovations for Poverty Action is not responsible for and will not reimburse any costs incurred in submitting materials or information pursuant to this EOI or in otherwise responding to this EOI, including but not limited to evaluating, responding, providing follow-up, negotiating, and otherwise complying with it.





7. Those submitting a proposal(s) agree to be bound by the terms of their proposal for at least sixty days from the date such proposals are due, and they otherwise agree to negotiate in good faith any other terms for a definitive arrangement if selected by IPA to do so.





8. Those submitting a proposal(s) certify that the work product they propose to create or use if they are a grant recipient will not infringe on or violate the intellectual property rights (including but not limited to trademarks, copyrights, patents, trade secrets, moral rights) or privacy rights of any person or entity. Those submitting proposals, materials, or information further certify that they have or will have such ownership or use rights in such work product sufficient to allow IPA to achieve its purposes as generally provided for in this EOI.





9. Grant recipients agree that, if requested by IPA, they will provide additional information about any subcontractors, graduate students, research assistants, and other third parties engaged by the grant recipient to provide services. IPA reserves the right in good faith to approve any such persons in order to ensure consistency with IPA’s expectations of quality and character.





10. Innovations for Poverty Action reserves the right to request additional information from any or all persons submitting proposals. Such persons agree to make themselves available for follow-up as reasonably requested by IPA.
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